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Cranstén F lfer’-s \ Killing Crcm?:n?ﬂsﬂa& ,_
Jap EDC ecu tio_ner An Eighth Army i
‘Pays With Life

i Lt
ay in Yokohama sentenced
g}o};ndr. Kaoru Okuma, former Japa-|!
" A Japanese lietitenant commander
who Dbeheaded a  Cranston fighter d

i for |t

nese Navy offlcer,'to be hanged !

war atrocities against Lt,.Robert E.

- | Thorpe of 3 Boylston Drive, Cran-
| ston. - . )

Witnesses testified that Lieutenan

‘Pilot=aiter the latter had: been eap-

tured by-.the Japanese in 194:&, wag

hanged today in Tokyo.for his war

crime, the Associated Press ree-

ported:

Thorpe was used for ‘pistol -target
Lt. Robert Thorpe, 20; of 3-Doylston

i d by
sactise and ~ then beheade
U r‘{))lkmna and other officers, the Asso«
Drive, Cranston, was beheaded on
Kaiviru Island, near New.Guinea, by

cizted Press said. Thorpe had para-
Kaorw Okuma, who paid for his
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2 . his disabled plane to
huted from . his dis €

1 .%{airiru Island, near New - Guinea,

‘|and was captured by the Japs in

O ' .

- | June, 1944, .

Capt. Kiyishisa Noto, another de-

—

aul : W e d to 20 years
crime today wilh his life, fendant, was sentence o
Lieutem‘;}atu’rhcgp%ha sonhzlfi I:Lr. . atrhgrg la?ﬂ:;]afiies:r?et&%czugvsv ~
and Mrs. Walter R. Thorpe S | added to a si - o
j ?;:iied 1'11': the Air Corps Se‘pt’. 15, 1942, 1 :n ‘Australian court for -another
He was commissioned a second lieu- . atrocity. B .
tenant on Aug.-.’m,h 1%_4::, and went - "I Two Japanese él;ixéi:énatt;tsﬁ?:di;rl
ovérseas four months later. = ensign were sen ; i
b New Chutnon on Mas o aea | prisonment in the case. — ROBERT E. THORPE
over Ne ' : : ‘ o) :
while piloting a Thunderbolt fighter - i . T —

?1ane. - ASSG§SinS Oi
Local Flyer
Now on Trial
.:Accbrding to word, ‘I;t:c.eiy,ed :
from Yokoliama, Japan, Yutaka|
‘Odazawa, former Japanese .navail

officer has pleaded guilty t¢ the
charge of beheading Second Lieut,

-

o ‘Lieutenant Thorpe
Lieutenant. Thorpe, pilot of a
Thunderbolt fighter plane, was _re-
vttt isriing -wheh he failed to re-
turn from s strafing mission against
an alr strip near Wewalk, New Guin-
ea, and his %arents -have been noti-
Mfled.that no frace hag been found of
/him or his.plane and he is pre-
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S J@ps on Trial = ¥

For R.I. Man’s Death |

Five former Japanese navy o X
went on tvial befora- g Wvﬁlz,-f eﬂr}l?:;:
court at:Yokohama todayi, n,;¢harges
o!'..:rbgheadingg-sgebr'ld_gtsf :R&bertv.E.
Thorpe, son-6f Mr, wid rs; Walter
‘1}9 oc}lmr?te of 31Bn,vg?tont Drive, Edge-

, alter usin -
gel practice,,’ y o, Platel tar
B 31713 GoR e

actual beheadiinj, .

sumed to have been killed ' in ac-
tion, -

last seén as it went into a dive
againgst the air strip from 15,000 feet,
The strip-was close to the octean and

it is presumed that the plane fell in-|'

to the. sea, I .
A graduate. of Cranston High
School, Lieutenant Thorpe enlisted
in the air forces in September, 1942,
and was ¢commissioned Aug, 30, 1943,
He went overseas in December of

Lieutenant Thorpe’s plane was|

“Robert E. Thorpe of this city,

.Thorpe; sont of Mr, and - Mrs,
Walter R. Thorpe oaf Doyleston

Drive, was an ‘army flier and was |
. shot. down. and captured by :the/-
- Japanése in May, 44 For two

years he was listed as nissing,

but in 1946 was. declared - ‘pre- |

~sumably dead., Japanese in the

New Guinea area‘ who_surrend; |’
ered at the close of thé war gave|.

conflicting reports of the “death

of the young Cranston flier. So

that year and took part in 17 -mis-

: itk ! 1 ing hi ; i conflicting  were 'the Teport§’ thi_it
SRgoain May, | o R By fuat amenth'ln ag ah investigation was made and
ﬁfﬁi!m@k tion,
2 AT

He was active a5 one of the young-
:er yachtsmen in the upper bay be-
{ore entering the army, . .

In addition .,to hig parents, he
leaves a sister, Nancy Thorpe, an%
a- brother, Gill Thorpe, both o
Edgewood. N

this revealed that five of the Jap |
naval officersiwere involved in the
torture of the. Cranston . flier,
These men are now on trial in a
war crimes eourt. Odazawa plead-
ed puilty to the' charge . 6f be. |
heading Thorpe an
four I
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- the

. crimes uncoveted by the
‘tgators. Thorpe pnlisted
. monthe after . gradusting:
. high ‘school, & partivipated. in
Jnany éhgagements-and was clted |-
Mgyeral times, P
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